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churel relief for Hungary 1g complicated by Hungarlan COVErTIONT Y oprt oo
strictly controlling private relief agencies, This econtrel reflects the hogtil-
ity of the Tmssisn military authorities boward shurch relief work. Foreign i
emurel vepresentatives £ind difficnlsy in obbtaining entry visas. The Russiang,
44 48 believed, viaw the mivongly religlous peagantry ag & gtumbling block to :
Soviet plang for HUnEary: Yet neither the Russlana nor- the Hungarian Governmend ‘
have taken steps to curb religious freedom in Hungaryo. ) ;

opesicent Zoltan Tilcy of the Hungarian Republic not only rejects the sdesz that
tha church owes ailleglance Lo the new regime, bub he s sonvinced thab the state
ownsa a definite obligation to the church. The President was an ordained minister
of the Hungarian haformed Church untll he entered office. The State aesks to
smcourage religious podiea, harmed DYy land reforms which reduced all holdings

o iess than 1,000 acres sach, especially in the support of Uhe important church
schools. They constitote sixty percent of 213 Yongarlan eduoational institobions.

NP

confesalongl schools were largely aubsidized by gensrous land andomments. TInag , 4
in loging the land, the church yuns the risk of loging the schools. The CGovernment
nowr pays the salaried of &1l bishops and contributes substantially to the salaries
of the clergy. Free churches recelve nothing.

The Goverrment will rebuild at state cxpense one shurch for each of the {hree
principal confessions, A Cathollc church will be ersched in Eagbergen; a Reformed
in Debrscen, and & Tatheran in Budapest. Approval of the yethodist petition to

the Government for official recogultion as a church ls expacted 800I. A1l religlous
groups nUW posess froedom of worship and instruction. :

ihe Roman Cathollcs sopenly opposed to the Government, cowplain that thelr pell.ghoud
processions meet interferanca. Protestants say the Goverrment oppoges Christian
youbh work, while peraiiting political parties bo vecrult freely. :

The Russians have returned hundreds of bulldings belonging to churches which they

seized during the war for militery purposes. They usually ave in deplorable condi-
tiom. More than 29 railroad carloads of sguipnent were removed from one deaconass

houss and hospital. Even the window frames were taken from one church school.

" The wncertaiuty of Russian policy agiiates the churchess More than five tong of
periodicals and publications were taken from the theological 1ibrary at Debrecen.
Lesser guantitiss wers taiken from other facultles. The purge 1s not yet finished.
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Jany cwundnoers are fussian Armay officers who are particularly intereste n*lyfn‘*—— AL
copies of American and Dritish magazines. The name of Lenin or Stalin is said

to be grounds enough for confiscation., The muterial is declared "Lascist'.
Librarians are unadle to predict what literature will so be typed.

Despite this supervision, some Co.amunists retain chureh nembership. One is an
glder in o Reformed Chureh at Budapest. This church s considered reactionary.

The Roman Catholic Church, backed by a population aluyost seventy five rercont
flathollc, ‘openly opposes the Govermaent. It is led by Coerdinal indszenty, a
porular chamyion throughout the country who eajoys the support of some Irotestants
in his condemmation of the old injustices which continue under the new regime.

The Catholic Church is bitter over bhe logss of millions of ucres confisecated under
the land reform. But little importance is ctbsched to the fact both the President
of lungary, Zoltdn Tildy, and the l'rime “lindister, Fernes Na2y, are Heformed.

rrotestunt~Catholic relations sre goode

4 strong evangelical trend is eppearing in 41l irotestant groups. In the Relormed
Church, a left-wing threatens a forual oplit in the Church, but as no desire
exists to form a separate church, buth parties are working to prevent the schism.

U

The racical group, called the "Friends of Bvengellsation" is led by Fastors bckefly
and Albert Bereczlsy, both well-knowm church leaders in Hungary and close to the

present regime. So close, in fach, that they are accused of making compromigses with
Communisim. but to their critics in the cautious body ol their church, they say

that if they co nobt recognize the fact that they are now within the ussian "sphere :
of influence", they will place the church in jeopardly as "reactlonary™. Bersczky
is o former seminary classmabe of rrusident Tildy.

Interest in all churches runs high. I'rvime linister Fapy is reported %o have said
that in many villages the peasants rebuilt their churches; schools und pasrsonazes :
velore working on bthelr owmn houes.

iuring Reformation Week there were two greabt mess meebings in Budapest’s Music Halle
one incluced Laptists, Lethodlists, Salvation aray, Old Cathelices and Seven Day
Adventists. About 3,000 people crowded the large hzll. The leader of the 0ld Catholics
{who nunber only 600 in Hungery) asked "state® churches to cut the last cords which
bind them. The leader of the pdventists declured that religious leadership was to

be expected from the West and not from the East. The other meeting was conducied

by the Lutheran and Reformed cowmuniong, which applauded the attendance of the :
Fpesicent of !lunjary and its ¢rime Minlster, I

Russian interference was suspected in an attempt to organize a Catholic group to
oppose Cardinel iHndssenty. A report was circulated that the Russians selected the
Hungarian Minister to lMoscow~-an ardent Catholice-for the btask. Dut atbtempts to
form 2 new church party have been largely unsuccessful. f

The Russian Orthodox Church approached the small Serb-Orthodox group in Hungary
through the Bishop of Murkdcs (Huncaevo) of Tuthenis who belongs to the Uniat
Church which recently renounced Rome. (tuthenia is now a part of the USSRe
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